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Disclaimer: This technical document has been prepared by LABC Warranty exclusively for the benefit of our registered customers. Its 
sole purpose is to provide guidance on the utilisation and interpretation of technical requirements pertinent to the Warranty cover 
offered by LABC Warranty. Please note that this document is not intended for circulation or use beyond the aforementioned purpose. 
The information presented herein is for general guidance only and does not constitute professional advice. Registered customers and 
any other party accessing this document are advised not to rely solely on the information contained within. Nothing in this document 
is intended to establish, nor should it be construed as creating, any contractual or legal obligations. In the event that any third party 
chooses to rely on the information provided, they do so entirely at their own risk. LABC Warranty explicitly disclaims any duty of care 
or liability that may arise from the use of or reliance on this document by any third party, howsoever arising.

Introduction
This technical document provides additional guidance relating to how the Functional Requirements in the Technical Manual may be 
satisfied when installing a cavity tray at a horizontal roof abutment.

What is a cavity tray?
Cavity trays, associated weep-holes and stop-ends prevent the build-up of water within a cavity wall and allow the water to escape 
through the outer leaf. At roof abutments they are dressed above flashings to provide continuity of protection to safeguard against 
water ingress.

What are the Warranty providers concerns?
The installation of cavity trays at this critical junction are not being formed correctly, with Warranty surveyors noting a range of  
issues, typically:

•	 Incorrect positioning.
•	 Cavity trays terminating behind waterproofing or flashing upstands.
•	 Lack of weep vents/holes to facilitate expulsion of water from the wall cavity.
•	 Lack of raking out leading to grinding out of mortar joints and damage to cavity trays. 

Our concerns also extend to the lack of planning to avoid the issues and solutions that are often presented to Warranty surveyors to 
close out such defects, which are often falling well short of the expected levels of performance required for Warranty.

Image 1 shows an example of incorrect detailing 
at a roof abutment. During an inspection a 
defect was raised around the lack of 150mm to 
a roof upstand and incorrect positioning of the 
cavity tray. Upon returning, the Surveyor was 
presented with an extension of the upstand using 
a secondary flashing section with ‘ad-hoc’ slots 
cut to facilitate water expulsion from the walls 
cavity tray weepholes. It was not considered to be 
aligned with the acceptable approaches with the 
Technical Manual and deemed insufficient for the 
exacting standards set by Warranty.

Warranty stance
Our stance is that the correct linking of the cavity tray with the horizontal cover flashing is critical, and that the cover flashing must sit 
directly underneath the cavity tray. Failure to provide this is considered to compromise the ability of the wall and roof construction in 
meeting with the Functional Requirements and Performance Standards stipulated by the Technical Manual, notably those relating to 
the avoidance of water ingress into the building.

▲ Image 1
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What Developers should action after reading this document?
Developers need to ensure that site teams and sub-contractors installing cavity trays and flashings above horizontal abutments, are 
fully aware of the requirements for this critical detail.

In order to achieve this correct linking the cavity tray must be bedded on a thin bed of mortar, which is then raked out prior to the 
mortar curing, this is all in order to allow the cover flashing to be installed correctly underneath the cavity tray.

During their inspections of on-going work on site, the site team and any appointed supervision for the work packages should be 
ensuring that:

•	 Bricklayers are setting out to the correct height – 150mm waterproofing upstands to these locations are required – so cavity tray 
heights should be set accordingly.

•	 Bricklayers are raking out of the thin mortar bed below the cavity tray to allow the flashing to be dressed under its location by the 
follow-on trades.

•	 Bricklayers/roofers are not grinding out the joints after the mortar has cured and risking damage to the cavity tray. 
•	 Leading edges of horizontal cavity trays are visible on completion over any such roof abutments – do not conceal the leading 

edge with mortar. Any sealing work using lead sealants or sealants that form part of the roof waterproofing system should 
terminate under the cavity tray and not conceal its position.

•	 Weep holes should be present at the correct centres, be of the correct type for the wall construction and not blocked.

For further information about cavity trays and detailing, please refer to the ‘External Walls’ section of the Technical Manual.

Cavity tray (minimum height within cavity of 150mm)

Lead cover flashing linked under the cavity tray

Roof covering to be taken up behind the cover flashing 
for a minimum lap of 65mm

Tilting fillet to support the roof covering at junction

Roof structure as per design

Weep holes must be installed at no more than 900mm 
centres to drain water from the cavity trays. Where 
cavities are to be fully filled, the spacing should be 
reduced. At least two weep holes must be provided to 
drain cavity trays over openings
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